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directed to software development tools and, more particularly, to software development tools that
operate with the Java programming language and the Internet. The Java programming language is
an object-oriented programming language designed as a "write once, run anywhere" language. Java
is based on the notion that an application should be portable, that is, the same application should be
able to run on many different types of computers without changes to the application source code.
Java is an interpreted language. The Java interpreter is part of a Virtual Machine. The Virtual
Machine is an application program and also an interpreter which can execute a subset of Java's
language. The Java Virtual Machine is small, can be contained within a single medium size computer
and can be compiled by the user. Consequently, to provide the user with the advantages of a
programmer's language, Java includes a development environment. This Java development
environment includes the development tool, a Java compiler (that turns the Java source code into
bytecode) and a Java interpreter. Java is provided to developers free of charge. The Java
development environment is provided as part of the "Java SDK" available from Sun Microsystems of
Mountain View, Calif. Java has become a popular programming language for both industry and
academia. A large number of programmers are attracted to the Java language for use in building
applications, services, or tools. Java tools include a text editor, a compiler, and a debugger. These
tools are developed by Sun Microsystems, which owns Java. A browser is also available
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