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smell a burning smell.The Father of US Aircraft Carriers (The New York Times)
WASHINGTON — With his direct, concise manner, Leonard J. Francis, a former naval

intelligence officer who served as Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for
Intelligence in the Clinton and George W. Bush administrations, explained how on

Sept. 12, 1943, President Franklin Roosevelt created the Navy’s aircraft-carrier
force. “The President gave us a mission,” he said. “He told us what it was that we

were there for, and he told us where we were to go.” “It was a critical assignment,”
Mr. Francis continued. “It didn’t matter how big our forces would be, or how much

ammunition we would have, or how many battleships we had, or any other
consideration. Without the assignment, it is unlikely we would have known how to
accomplish the task. If we had failed, the result would have been a serious loss of
national interest. It had to be done.” Mr. Francis spoke last Thursday at a national

security event hosted by the Hoover Institution at Stanford University. The
discussion was part of a commemoration organized by the National Security

Archive, which has a long history of research into declassified records. Mr. Francis, a
longtime Hoover Institution board member and former C.I.A. official, led a panel on

the subject of “The Creation of an Air Force Carrier Service.” His detailed
descriptions were received with admiration by the audience, which included, at one
point, the former defense secretary Robert S. McNamara and the former Defense

Department Inspector General Glenn A. Fine. Mr. Francis, in fact, had become
particularly interested in the project of creating the aircraft-carrier force. It was

during his time at the C.I.A., in the late 1970s and early 1980s, that Mr. Francis told
his brother, Jack, a naval veteran,
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year my son turned seven.I wanted to make him a special cake for his birthday.I
searched the internet for a cake recipe from which I could bake my son's dream

cake and that of his favorite colors yellow and silver.He had made a lot of requests
to me but had to be keeping it a secret.I made him a rainbow cake and his mommy

and I decided to decorate it with silver and yellow sprinkles.Making cakes is my love-
in-art and I welcome all your comments, especially if you can suggest me how to do

it better next time.I hope you like this cake and you will do the same with your
children's birthday cakes.So, friends, this is my cupcake recipe.Enjoy it. Butter or
margarine for the baking tin All-purpose flour Sugar (to taste) Baking soda Baking

powder Cream of tartar Milk Raisins Milk Corn Flour Oil (to deep fry) Silver and
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yellow sprinkles Preparation: 1. Combine the flour,sugar, baking soda,baking
powder,cream of tartar and salt in a bowl. 2. Sift the dry ingredients and add the
cold butter or margarine and cream of tartar to it. 3. Stir the mixture with your

hands. 4. Add the milk and beat the batter with an electric beater for 2 minutes. 5.
Add the milk and raisins and beat the batter again for 5 minutes. 6. Pour the batter
into prepared baking tin and bake at 375ºF for about 30-35 minutes or until the top

of the cake has a golden color. 7. When the cake is cool, frost the cake and
decorate it with silver and yellow sprinkles. Note: The cake should be served cool.
This cake will last for up to three days after it is baked.I hope you will like this cake
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